Tullamore Man Is
150,000th Patient On
Treatment Fast-Track

A TULLAMORE man has become the 1500000 public
patient treated under the National Preatment Purchuse Pund
(NTPF), it was claimed this week. ;

The NTPF is s mothod of fast-trecking patients on public wai-
itag lists by purchasing teattvent for them i private hoppitals,

The NTPF wis astablished in 2002 and Mr John Keegan, fiom
Tollarsore had a prostile operation siranged by the find af &
Frasciy Hospita) i Mullingar in Astgast, 2009 efter walting five
months 0n a public hospital waiting st )

The NTPF said the wverage waiting dme s now 2.8 mombs,
Overall waiting times for operations have redused daring this
tine from two to five years in 2001 )

Mr Keegan (84}, from Baltydrohid, Tuttomiore, had Yesh i a
wadting list for prostate surpery since March 2009, |

Commenting on the amotncement NTPF Chiel Exedutive Par
O'Byrne said, *Biehing al] the statistics of the Fund is « Weaith of
hurnan staries.  They are sl public patients who had been wait-
ing 10w Joip for operations, noable for whatever reason To access
the systern in & timely manner.” !

“With the heip of the National Treatment Parchiase Fund they
are now weated and ot home with their Gamilies enjoying a betier
guality of life, in Ireland twday tcre is ne seed for apyene tn
b waiting a long time for operations.  The National Treatment
Purchase Fand acts as a safety valve fior public patients by goi-
ting them treated faster.  Patients are treated in o privale hospi-
tal ds cloge ny possible o thei: home,” he added, :

In 20852, the NTPF helped a tota) of 1,920 paticnts. i Patients
from all aver {he nountry have been facilitated by the Fund at this
timmne.. .

The st patient was a lady Trom Dublia, whe had Ker opera-
fon in « Dablin bospital in June 2602, She had been waiting
four and 2 balf vears for bey operation. )

Oyperations. provided by the NTPE ave covered a wide range
of proceduses and spocialties, with ENT 26%), Onhepasdic
Surpery {16%), Ophihabmotogy (1395} snd Ceneral Sorgery
{1074 hetng the specisliies iy which the Fond has armanged the
highest nunsber of realments, !

Dhuginge 2009 the Fund expects to amenge faster reatiment for a
tutal of 34,000 pubkbic patients :

Fietwred here fs the Nutienmal Treaiment Purchase Funds
A E0.0G0h  patiens, Mr John Keegan, from Bollydrohid,
Netlamore. Mr. Keegan had his cperation arranged by the Fund
ar 8t Frowels Hospital tn Mullingar in August 2009 after waiting
JSive mspntls vn g public hospiral weaitier fiee, YTé¢44



